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Introduction - Foreword

Colin Lucas 1906 - 84
Volume O introduces the Colin Lucas New System Papers
which form the major part of this Archive.
The Archive (assembled by Colin's eldest son Mark) is
basically a Family Archive - although it may also be of wider
interest.
The Memo1r Volume in the Archive contains a good
deal of background information about Colin's family and creative
career*.
The Memoir emphasizes Colin's long study of the teaching of
the Russian writer/philosopher P.D.Ouspensky and also the
insights he gained into those ideas** later from his experience of
the meditation technique he learned from His Holiness Maharishi
Mahesh Yogi.***
These two unique influences inspired Colin's New System
Papers which are his reformulation of the ideas he studied, known
as 'The System'.**
·
This Volume O Introduction to the New System Papers also
includes further original material of Colin's so that with the
Appendix & Index Volume XI there are twelve Volumes in all, the
remarkable achievement of Colin's task of reformulation which was
his major focus over some two decades.
The Papers also illustrate and indeed confirm the level of
understanding and happiness which the fusion of System and
meditation blessed Colin with so memorably.****

. (* the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography article can
also be referred to, particularly for Colin's architecture)
(** see this Volume's Section 1/1 & Section 2 - The main
System ideas)
(*** see this Volume's Section 6/1 and Vol X Meditation)
(**** 'There is no greater happiness a man could possess
than to discover the purpose for which he was created. 1 From
Vol I Way of Happfness 1/1)

Introduction - Dedication

- But wby is this new formulation needed - who is it needed for?
- As I see it there are three purposes for which it is needed. First,,
it is needed for ourselves. Until we have found an expression - a
clear and simple expression of everything we have understood about
the system, it will not be our own.
The truth behind the system
is independent of the form in which it m~ be e.:J:Pressed.

Next time

it is most unlikely to be in the same form again.

So we have to
discard the form - discard it and find the truth behind.
Then we
shall recognise thEt- t:ru,th again - whatever the form in which it is
expressed.
- And is there a second purpose for which it is needed?
- Yes,. it is needed to help people when they a.re given the meditation.
Unless people are given the right framework of knowledge, they have
no ~ o:f fixing what they get f'rom- the medita.tion.
They may
experience this or that, but they oa.nnot see what it means.

And

so it all evaporates, and sooner or later they lose -interest. But
if their experience is related -to real knowledge - if ii; is related ·
to the truth,- they will begin to va.l:,u~ what they get from the
meditation more and more.
-

And the third purpose?

- The third purpose for which a new formulation is needed is to help
mankind - to provide an expression of the truth which mankind will
accept.
That is a. very big task - how do you think it could be done?
If the truth is expressed clearly enough, if it is simple enough
for everyone to un.dei-stand it, if' it comes straight from the heart,
and if it is not reminiscrent of a:ay- previous teachings or dogmas,
then perhaps mankind will accept it.
.Ai'ter all, that is the way
Christ taught.
But many would not accept what he said.
- Those that were a.ble to do so accepted what he said, and that
ia all that matters.
•·•·· · it is our job to do this, otherwise the truth will be lost.
Truth cannot remain unformulated for long, or it is lost. It is

urg~nt - we o~ot a.f:ford to let all this be lost.
( from Vol I New Truths 111/1&11 )
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The System - some definitions

'The System' is a term used to describe a body of ideas
about the Universe and our position in it.
These ideas can be understood as cognitions of the eternal
signature of things - as a remarkable collection of insights.
Seen in this way - as insights into a constant reality - the
System ideas are timeless in origin and in this sense may be
thought of as intrinsically sixth dimensional, using
Ouspensky's period of dimensions.*
It is a beautiful feature of the human mind that we are
capable of looking into the truth of everything, and expressing it.
Colin describes the System as 'a formulation of the truth - a quite
extraordinary formulation - but of course it is not the only one.' **
Although acknowledged as incomplete when Colin learned
it at Ouspensky's lectures, the System still forms a recognizably
distinct and uniquely important body of ideas.
The System describes unlimited possibilities for our
life but does not provide a practical means for their realisation
today. The New System Papers set out to resolve this situation.
With Colin's reformulation, and from the same fusion of
System knowledge and meditation experience on which it is based,
an answer to any question we may have can be found.

(* see 2/12)
(** from Vol I New Truths 111/1)

